Reminder For Class
Allow 10 or 15 minutes early arrival for class to potty your dog. Always pick up after your dog and deposit in garbage can. You can buy doggie bags in a capsule or use plastic sandwich bags. Keep a box in your car or a few in your pocket or purse. If you notice that your dog needs to potty during class, feel free to take him outside the ring. 

Do not feed before class. If you must feed, try to do it at least a couple of hours before class and only feed the usual amount. It is easier to train on an empty tummy.

Bring lots of soft treats for your puppy or dog; something your companion loves to eat. This will be used for rewards for doing what you tell him/her to do.  Never reward because he or she is adorable and cute.  

Bring more than you think you need. 

 Examples (in small pieces):

· Turkey wieners or hot dogs

· String Cheese (they have less fat in some)

· Left over small pieces of steak or chicken. Yes, human food is fine as long as it is not spicy or fatty. Always trim off the fat for you and your dog. Stay fit and healthy.

· Dry kibble if your dogs like it a lot.

· Petsmart has a good selection of dog treats. 

· Some dogs like cat food 

Bring a favorite toy for him or her to play with.

Practice exercises everyday. This will help your dog to feel more comfortable when you come to class. You will be learning along with your companion.

Absence or sick: If your dog is sick, please come to class, but leave your dog at home.  Call me if you miss class. I will give or email you the missed lesson exercises and a short review before or after class, so you will not get behind.  

During Class 

1. Turn off cell phones during class.

2.  Keep a distance of 6 to 8 feet between each dog. Do not let your dog pull on their leash. Do not use a flexi leash in class.

3.  Keep your dog’s attention on you during class. Try to avoid letting your dog stare at another dog. Some dogs will start barking and growling at this point. If this does happen, gently say your dog’s name and do a pop and release with your leash to get your dog’s attention back on you. When your dog looks at you, immediately praise him/her for looking at you. 

Another way to stop the annoying barking in class or at home is to spray a stream of vinegar water at your dog’s face and tell him “no bark”.  You can buy a spray bottle for class and home; use 1 part vinegar to 3 parts water.

Always keep your puppy/dog safe. Do not let your pet go up to strange dogs. Not all dogs are friendly. You would not let a child go up to a strange dog.

Arrival to class: always take time to potty your dog before coming into class. Just the drive to class and the new smells can be very stimulating for a puppy or a dog. Take time to walk your dog.

These classes will be the foundation for you and your dog to bond. Every minute that you and your dog are together make it a training experience.  As you work with your dog, take advantage of the time that you are together. Make training a part of an everyday experience at home, in class, on walks, wherever and whenever you and your companion are together.  Always be consistent and positive.  If you have a bad day, don’t convey your feelings to your pet. Always train with a good attitude or don’t train.  

If you have a problem with a training exercise, please contact me.

If you have any questions call or email me:

Jo Ann Hoffpauir

281-581-9151 or 281-393-1143

email: musikkee@wt.net
